THE MILLS ARCHIVE TRUST OPENS ITS DOORS

SATURDAY  9TH  MAY  2009  1 P.M – 5 P.M.

For Memories of Windmills, Watermills and their People

Reading’s Best-kept Secret!

The Mills Archive Trust at Watlington House, Watlington Street in central Reading is opening its doors to the general public for the first time on Saturday

9th May.  This Open Day coincides with National Mills Weekend and celebrates the Mills Archive’s 7th birthday. 

Some of the ONE MILLION records of Watermills and Windmills across the U.K. will be on display as photographs, paintings, millers’ journals and research papers featuring traditional windmills and watermills.
 Many of these mills have now become derelict or have vanished altogether.  

Some have been saved for our grandchildren to enjoy and the histories of all of them can be researched on the Mills Archive’s website:  www.millsarchive.com .

Family history researchers too find lots of information on the website through the millers’ own families.  In fact, the BBC’s magazine, Who Do You Think You Are? gave star billing to the website  as a major contributor to family research.

 This rare opportunity to look behind the scenes of the archives, talk to the volunteers and trustees and discover how the Mills Archive works to Save The Memories lasts from 1pm to 5pm on Saturday 9 May. 

If you have a passion for these marvellous feats of engineering and architectural importance and want to help Save the Memories for researchers and enthusiasts, as well as just the curious about mills, to share on our website, why not become a volunteer?  

We are in easy walking distance of the Reading Central Railway Station, bus routes and Reading Town Centre itself (see directions below)
Further Information

Dr RF Cookson, Chairman, Mills Archive Trust 0118 9478 284

 info@millsarchive.com 

 website: www.millsarchive.com
Directions to the Mills Archive

By car

The best way to find us is to leave the M4 at Junction 10 and follow the A329(M) and A4 (signs to Reading and Town Centre). This will take you past a cemetery and along London Road, which is then one way. Note that the right-hand lane vanishes at Eldon Road and just past that you need to turn right (at the Murco petrol station and opposite the Royal Berks Hospital) into Watlington Street. Just past Watlington House turn left into South Street and park in the walled garden on your left. Press 12 on the large panel by the door and we will come and let you in.
If you leave the M4 at Junction 11, follow the A33 towards the town centre until you pass under a road bridge. Then bear right onto the flyover, keeping to the right hand lane. As you descend, you enter Queens Road (map) but you are travelling in the wrong direction, as you cannot turn right into Sidmouth Street. Instead follow the road round the gyratory, keeping right, until you come back onto Queens Road. Then turn left at the traffic lights into Sidmouth Street and then first right into South Street (speed bumps). Immediately after the road on the right, go through the two large wooden gates into our walled garden and park on the grass. Press 12 on the large panel by the door and we will come and let you in.

If difficulties arise, the telephone number at the Archive (manned only when we have volunteers present) is 01189 502 052. 
Watlington House is on your left opposite the church. Stop in front of the chains across the Car Park entrance at the front and press 12 on the large panel inside the porch and I will come and let you in.

On foot

The best way to find us is to turn left out of Reading station. Before you get to the big roundabout cross to the right-hand side of Forbury Road and follow this round to Watlington Street.
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